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THAT TELEPHONE DEAL —
Quoting Viee Pres. Tracy of the Chi-
cago Tunnel Co., Oscar Hewitt in the
Herald says the total investment in
the automatic phone plant up to
Junme 1 this year is $8,482928; and
that for this the company his efght | an
exchanges with capacity to serve 84,-
520 subacribers; that the number of
wires from these exchanges to the
neighborhood of sul-

scribers l= abouot 40800, and that

these should be able to serve 65,000
subscribers, aflowing for the ondin-
ary ratlo of party-line patrons.

In the tunnels the company has 57
miles of condult or 198 miles of duct.
There are also 108 miles of aerial
cable and 107 miles of underground

cable,

This Is the property the Chicago
Tunnel Co. wants the city’s permis-
tlon to sell to the Bell for $6.200.000;
and which the Bell company has
never denjed that it Intends to throw
on the serap pile, to Junk and put out
of business allogether.

If the city were to forfeit the plant
and take it over we would have as o
starter for & municipal telephone sys-
tem a complete plant ready to serve

Chicago Telephone Co. ang Ged sub=)
scribers taxed higher & rates to
pay the interest on the $6.2300,000.

As it s proposed to sell the Auto-
matie to the Amerienn Telegraph &
Telephone Co,, which is the parent
company and owna 85 per cent of the
stock of the Chicago Telephone Co..
it Is possible the Bell company
might pay $6.300,000 for the suto-
matic and then turn around and sell
it to the Chicago Telephone Co. for
$10,000,000 or §20,000,000, or even
more, and add those figures to the
capitalization. In other words, there's
& chanee for frenxled finance in the
deal, with a tax on subscribers to
pay it alL

Keep in mind this difference: The
Bell wants to buy the automatio
plant to junk it and destroy possible
competition, while the city wants to
gm possession of the plant (o operate:

d develop It as a. mumicipaily-

owned utility.

New Badford, Mass., mill work
voted to take s weelk's vacation aft
thelr boeses refused to grant t
one. That's the spirR that made
Boston Commons boys defy

Gage. '
A Chicago judgs daclared that the
langnage one man vsed over the t
ephone made him unfit to ose the
strumeut. ‘We'd Fke to hear what

two wrong nunibers and a [oe ouf
of order report.



